
POLITECNICO 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

What’s new in the neighborhood?
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B y  D u s t i n  B a r n e s

Alone we can do so little; together we can do 
so much - Helen Keller

Mark  your  calendars

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

We have had a great semester 
but there is always room for 
improvement.  Therefore we 

will have a retreat for the English 
Department.  This will be with all new 
and returning teachers, department 
staff, management and more.  We will 
work together to set goals, discuss 
concerns and of course do some team 
building!  Be prepared to wear 
comfortable clothes (i.e. jeans, casual 
shoes, nylons, etc.).  Just joking about 
the nylons.  Be prepared to open your 
minds, be creative and most of all be 
constructive on moving forward.  Your 
participation is not only mandatory 
but greatly appreciated! 

 

Say goodbye      .  We want to 
thank the following teachers for 
their commitment and hard work 

at Politecnico.  We will miss all of you.  
Safe travels and don’t let the door hit 
ya where the good Lord split ya. JK. 
jeje
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In the News Today
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Important Dates

S

Tara Branenburg

Jack Harpster

David Simunek

Laci St. John

23 April - 27 April
Final Diplomado Exams 
Final grades are due Friday 27 April
30 April - 4 May
Diplomado Make Up Week
Friday, 4 May, 5:00 pm, (make up grades are 
due)

Tuesday 24 April
Facturas are due
Tuesday 1 May
Memorial Day No Classes

Wednesday 2 May
Scheduling Meeting in Heredia
Wed. - Thurs. 2 - 3 May
10:00 am
Institute Class Meeting in Heredia
Saturday 5 May
Institute Classes will be completed
Monday 7 May
12:00 AM (midnight) Institute Grades 
are due
Institute classes begin
Tuesday 8 May
Facturas are due
Tuesday - Friday, 8 - 11 May
10:00 am
Diplomado Meetings in (TBA)
Thursday 10 May
English Department Retreat

Monday 14 May
New Diplomado Semester Begins!

W E d n e s d a y
18 April 2012



News & Notes: What makes a great teacher?

“Come in the evening, or 
come in the morning. 
Come when you’re looked for, 
or come without warning. 
Kisses and welcome you’ll 
find here before you.
And oftener you come here 
the more I’ll adore you.”

Thomas Osborne Davis
The Welcome

Steven Allenza

Lisa Davidson

Vanessa Fonseca

Ivonne Gamboa

Dafne Minera

Matthew St. Louis

Rachel Fennell

Sam Black

Welcome New Teachers

Dustin’s Corner: First day of school

House Available at 
Condominio San Augustin!
2 bedroom,1 bathroom
pool, basketball court
yard, patio, need I say more?
$700/month + utilities
in San Joaquin, Heredia 
email:
dustin@dustinbarnes.com 
for more information

 Elite schooling?  High marks?  
Years of Experience?  If you 
answered yes to any of these 

questions, you could not be farther 
from the truth.   According to Francis 
Glibert from the Guardian, there is 
more to being a great teacher.  “If you 
don't have the right personality, you'll 
suffer in the bearpit of today's 
classrooms,”  said Gilbert who  has 
mentored countless teachers.  
According to Gilbert what works best 
is the personality that connects with 
the students whether that be the 
despot, the teacher who rules with 
ultimate power; the carer, generally 
does not have a degree but acts as a 
second parent; the charmer, this one 
works in many different personalities 
but they have to click with the 
students and make the class one big 
learning factory; and then there’s the 
rebel, who rejects the societal norms 

and believes their students should 
change the world.  These four types of 
teachers cannot generally be trained, 
they come with these qualities and 
have to harvest them while teaching.

Interesting, even though all four types 
of great teacher’s are extremely 
different, they do have one common 
factor.  They plan on aggressive 
challenges for the students.  Debra 
Roberts from ABCNews confirms in 
her report that degrees, experience and 
outgoing personalities are minimal 
factors in great teachers but that 
setting ambitious goals for the students 
is what works.  Also according to 
Robert’s report, great teachers move 
the class forward together and are not 
afraid to change the lesson plan on the 
spot if their students are not 
connecting. 

I find this material extremely helpful 
for Politecnico and I would like to add 
one thing to this report, the question 
‘do you understand?’  I find this 
question to be the most useless 
question in the teaching world.  
Students are new to the information 
and do not want to be singled out so 
they will always nod their heads and 
say,  ‘yes.’  Take the information that 
you demonstrated and have your 
students use it on the spot (full 
sentences is a great example).  Have 
the students transform it from past to 
present to future, all while doing this 
speak as little as possible in class.  Your 
students are not paying to hear you 
speak English, they can watch someone 
speak English for free on TV.   This 
empowers them and will allow them to  
move forward and arise to the high 
challenges you have set for them.
-Dustin
The Guardian
ABCNews
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